XXIV.

MARIE   ANTOINETTE   AND   THE   DUKE   OF  ORLEANS.

Duke of Orleans, who was to be one of the
JL most dangerous of the enemies of Marie Antoi-
nette, was for a long time on good terms with her.
The correspondence of the Count of Mercy-Argenteau
shows no sign of any serious dissension between the
Queen and the Prince. During the visit to the court
of the Archduke Maximilian, in 1785, there were
some few trifling matters of etiquette about which
the Prince complained ; but that "was all. The Prince,
who was then styled the Duke of Chartres, becoming
Duke of Orleans only in 1785, at the death of his
father, was born at Saint Cloud, in 1747. At the
beginning of the reign of Louis XVI. he was a
young man of twenty-seven, devoted to pleasure and
utterly indifferent to politics. The Queen treated
him very kindly, and he took part in all the enter-
tainments which she gave. In 1769 he had married
the daughter of the Duke of Penthidvre, and by this
alliance he had come into possession of an enormous
fortune, which the untimely death of his brother, the
Prince of Lamballe, had made still greater, permit-
ting him to live most extravagantly.
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